




































































































































































































































































































































 

 
  Classic 65’ Yacht, “Odyssey”     IInn  tthhee  SSuunnnnyy  SSaann  JJuuaann  IIssllaannddss!!          San Juan Excursions, Inc. 
 

February 27, 2007 
 
Dear NOAA or NMFS Representative,    
 
Thank you for providing the opportunity for input on the Proposed Recovery Plan for Southern Residents prepared 
by the National Marine Fisheries Service Northwest Office. 
 
San Juan Excursions is committed to the conservation of the Southern Resident Killer Whales.  We applaud the US 
Governments’ attention to both the conservation of these killer whales, and of their prey, the salmon.  We believe 
that efforts directed at the long-term stability of salmon populations and their habitats in the Pacific Northwest 
would significantly contribute to the conservation of the endangered killer whales.  This could mean significant 
changes to salmon fishing quotas within all sectors and enormous challenges are certain if salmon fishing is to be 
reduced or in some areas included under a killer whale conservation moratorium on salmon fishing.  However, the 
equation seems simple as too few fish, likely means too few whales. 
 
In order to monitor changes in the population, we need dedicated funds for the Center for Whale Research to 
continue their photo-identification, population demographics and winter distribution research.  Funds also need to 
be dedicated for groups like the Orca Network who are already engaging the public in non-invasive tracking of 
killer whales while educating participants. These data, though not systematically collected, still assist in 
understanding the habitat use and movements of particular pods of whales.  This will certainly contribute to any 
critical or important habitat designations. 
 
We believe it is imperative to understand the habitats used by Southern Resident Killer Whales during the winter 
months, to fully grasp the threats to their survival they face while not in inland waters. It seems reasonable to think 
that the effective designation of critical habitat requires knowing the relative use/importance of different areas used 
throughout the year, in order to be biologically and ecologically complete. 
 
Additionally, any exclusions or limitations that result in regard to human activity within critical habitat must apply 
to all sectors including the Navy.  Efficacy will be questionable if applicability is not equal.  Further to this, 
including shore areas that may affect any salmon runs seems appropriate for a complete critical habitat designation. 
 
Furthermore, resources need to be directed at reducing the toxic loading of our coastal ecosystems.  Removal of 
toxic products needs to be a two-fold effort aimed at reducing both the toxic levels input into the local 
environment, as well as removal of those already in the system.   
 
It is known that PBDE (polybrominated diphenyl ethers) are harmful to the environment, and they should be 
banned.  These and other such toxic chemicals have no place in our world; they are dangerous to whales, humans 
and potentially all other life on earth. 
 
Perhaps a good use of public funds is public education programs aimed at reducing the individual toxic footprint of 
Pacific Northwest residents.  It is imperative everyone become educated on the products they use in their homes 
and cars, and the potential effects to their families and the environment – whales included.  
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We at San Juan Excursions would be pleased to continue to be a part of the educational and public outreach 
required to initiate these processes as we have always acted as a floating educational facility wherein the audience 
is largely already environmentally minded and eager to take our conservation-minded, printed handouts home. 
 
In regard to measures aimed at vessel traffic, we are firm supporters of the Be Whale Wise initiative.  We believe 
that the efforts required to educate recreational boaters needs to be enhanced.  Continued monitoring of vessel 
numbers and behavior in proximity to killer whales is a vital component to understanding the whales’ local 
environment.   
 
San Juan Excursions would like to see continued support of the scientific research that has been initiated to 
understand the seasonal acoustic changes in the ocean.  This includes answering questions regarding engine noise 
levels as related to distance to whales, weather conditions, behavior of the vessel, type of vessel etc in the areas 
where whale watching occurs. A complete study should include all vessel traffic types in the area, not just whale 
watching boats. 
 
Further to the noise issue, there should be no testing of naval sonar in killer whale habitat or in areas when salmon 
are migrating.  The effect of this type of pollution to southern resident killer whales was noted in Haro Strait, with 
the USS Shoup.  Further evidence of the disruptive and potentially damaging effects of this human activity are not 
required. 
 
Education of sport fish operators is also crucial as this is the sector of the maritime community most likely to 
directly overlap in distribution with foraging resident killer whales.  In many cases, it has been observed that the 
whales travel through groups of vessels actively engaged in fishing activities.  Dire consequences may result if 
depredation occurred that included ingestion of the hook.  These vessels also produce noise and have propellers 
just like any other, and the 100-yard minimum distance should apply across all sectors equally. 
 
We as a charter member of the Whale Watch Operators Association Northwest are supporting the  development of 
a protocol to address commercial operators whose actions do not reflect the spirit of Be Whale Wise or our own 
dynamic operating guidelines.  Our goal is to further improve communication between members and monitoring 
groups, and set the precedent for standards of ethical whale watching.  The monitoring and education outreach 
groups are crucial for whale conservation with our environment in its current state.  Please ensure dedicated 
funding is available to allow these activities to continue. 
 
Finally, in the face of global warming, large scale models need to be developed that takes into account the possible 
effects to local salmon populations with increased ocean temperatures.  A forecast of the potential future quality of 
current habitats needs to be assessed.  In addition, this may provide insight into habitats that may become 
important in the future, and if so, it seems like a positive strategy to initiate conservation measures in those regions 
now.   
 
Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment on the Proposed Recovery Plan for Southern Residents.  We 
look forward to the positive steps taken to best ensure the long-term survival of our resident killer whales. 
 
 
Roger J. Hoff, President 
 

Roger J. Hoff  
 
San Juan Excursions, Inc 
PO Box 2508, #2 Spring St. Landing 
Friday Harbor, WA  98250 
Ph:  360-378-6636 
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